
2.Activities

+++ In the beginning of
November Juvente Nor-
way had their first "Kom-
pis"-course. "Kompis" is
norwegian for "friend",
and so the course was
about social environment,
individuality, growing up
in a dysfunctional family
and the importance of
supporting each other,
what it means to be part
of a group and many
other exciting themes.
With help from experi-
enced UNF leaders the
course was a success, and
another step in creating
good cooperation be-
tween Juvente Norway
and UNF Sweden.

+++ Following the good
examples from other
member organisations,
Juvente Germany had
their first „beer bying

campaign“this November.
With cherished support
from UNF and IOGT Ger-
many they organised a
small but tough event. It
ended up in eleven shops
tested, 1,4 kg of pure al-
cohol being bought, let-
ters of complaint (or - sel-
domly - approval) to the
shops written, a press
statement released, and a
group of youth motivated
to „strike again“. For the
coming year, several sim-
ilar actions are planned.

+++ "Youth of the Na-
tion" organized in Lviv,
Ukraine, the third youth
festival of anti-drug ac-
tion "P.L.J.A.M.A. - 2008".
The aim of the festival
was to direct the society's
and especially youth's at-
tention to the drug prob-
lem and the threats that
come with the usage of it,
offering at the same
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1.State of the art

While the radio is tortur-
ing our ears with christ-
mas songs, the media is
full of „2008 reviews“, and
people are complaining
about the cold, ACTIVE is
again thinking one step
ahead: We are already
preparing ourselves for
the new year. With semi-
nars all over Europe, a
summer camp in Albania,
plus a whole bunch of
local activities there’s no
question: This will be the
best 2009 we ever had!
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time great alternatives for
free time: underground
art and sports workshops,
oil painting and photo ex-
hibitions, etc. The event,
aimed at 15-30 year olds,
ended with a big concert.

3.Newsflash

+++ Latvia will increase
the excise tax on strong
spirits and tobacco, as
show the amendments to
the "Law on Excise Tax",
which the government
approved recently.
The law amendments
foresee increasing the ex-
cise tax on alcoholic bev-
erages from LVL 630 to
LVL 705 for each 100 l of
alcohol in their content.
This will bring an addi-
tional LVL 11.8 million to
the state budget.
Increased tax will also
make Latvia's alcohol ex-

cise closer to the excise
tax in the other two Baltic
States.
Still, even after the in-
crease, Latvia will have
the lowest alcohol excise
tax in the Baltic States as
in Lithuania it is LVL 909
and in Estonia LVL 783.
The law amendments also
foresee increasing excise
tax on various tobacco
products, classified as
"other tobacco" from the
current LVL 14 to LVL 23
per each 1,000 grams,
thus making equal its ex-
cise tax with the tax on
"finely cut" tobacco.
http://www.baltic-course.com/eng/
markets_and_companies/&doc=5642

+++ It is prohibited to
sell alcoholic beverages
from 10:00 p.m. till 8:00
a.m. at retail trade com-
panies in Lithuania, ex-
cept the cases restricted
by municipal councils.
This ban is not applied to

the alcoholica sold on
trains, ships, aircraft of
international routes, at
customs-free shops and
special trade points,
where alcohol is only sold
for the passengers leav-
ing Lithuania.
The law provides that it is
allowed to sell alcoholic
beverages of natural fer-
mentation, if their volume
of ethyl alcohol does not
exceed the limit of 6% at
mass events and 13% at
fairs.
A provision was again es-
tablished in the law indi-
cating that it is prohibited
to sell alcoholic beverages
to individuals under 18
years old, who are also
banned from posessing
them.
The Seimas also amended
the much-discussed pro-
visions of the ban to sell
alcohol on September 1.
This prohibition will not be

applied to public catering
companies, as well as al-
coholica sold on trains,
ships, aircraft of interna-
tional routes, at customs-
free shops, mini bars at
hotels and special trade
points, where alcohol is
only sold for the passen-
gers leaving Lithuania.
http://www.baltic-course.com/eng/
legislation/&doc=6157

+++ Connected to 60th
anniversary of the adop-
tion of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights,
the UN General Assembly
awarded 7 winners of UN
human rights prize:
Louise Arbour, Ramsey
Clark, Dr. Carolyn Gomes,
Dr. Denis Mukwege and
Human Rights Watch.
Benazir Bhutto and Sister
Dorothy Stang were a-
warded the prize posthu-
mously.
In a press release Mr.
D'Escoto said: "These
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awardees constitute sym-
bols of persistence, valour
and tenacity in their re-
sistance to public and pri-
vate authorities that vio-
late human rights. They
constitute a moral force to
put an end to systematic
human rights violations,".
The UN prize in the Field
of Human Rights, is
awarded by the General
Assembly every 5 years.

+++ According to a study
from Alaska released in
November, higher taxes
on alcohol can make a
night out more expensive
but could save lives. The
study examined 28 years
of data between 1976 and
2004.
"Increasing alcohol taxes
saves lives; that's the
bottom line," said the
study's lead author, Dr.
Alexander Wagenaar, a
professor at the Univer-

sity of Florida's Depart-
ment of Epidemiology and
Health Policy Research.
"The tax increase caused
some reduction in con-
sumption of alcohol. The
reduction saved lives."
Researchers in Finland
found similar results
when examining the rela-
tionship between alcohol
taxes and alcohol-positive
deaths.
"When the excise tax on
tobacco went up, con-
sumption went down and
the diseases associated
with tobacco also went
down," Wagenaar said.
"Now, with the current
study, we're finding the
same thing for alcohol.
Simply adjusting taxes
has quite a noticeable
rate on alcohol deaths.
They parallel each other
quite a bit."
http://edition.cnn.com/2008/HEALTH
/11/13/alcohol.tax.deaths/?iref=mp-
storyview

4.Member organisation
of the month:
Juvente Norway

A seminar in Ukraine, a
Balkan seminar in Novi
Pazar, the White Christ-
mas campaign, the ongo-
ing Beer buying cam-
paign, and many other
activities - Juvente Nor-
way seems to be simply
unstoppable!
They marked the end of
this year with many activ-
ities, and they don't seem 

to slow down any time
soon.
By cooperating with dif-
ferent national organisa-
tions they are being a role
model with the ideas that
are spreading all over Eu-
rope.
For further information
about this month’s mem-
ber organisation, please
visit: www.juvente.no
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